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6 Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to 

be used to his own advantage; 7 rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature 

of a servant, being made in human likeness.  8 And being found in appearance as a man, he 

humbled himself by becoming obedient to death—even death on a cross!   
9 Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is 

above every name, 10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, 11 and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord, to 

the glory of God the Father.  

 

The text we’re going to be looking at today, Philippians 2:6-11, is one we traditionally 

hear on Palm Sunday.  The reason we have it in front of us this morning is that we’re considering 

the same question today that was being asked by the people of Jerusalem when Jesus arrived on 

Palm Sunday.  Matthew tells us, When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred 

and asked, “Who is this?” (Mt 21:10). 

Who is this?  Who is Jesus Christ?  It’s a huge question, isn’t it?  And it’s an important 

one too.  It’s important because the answer to the question Who is Jesus Christ? is not only an 

exploration of the truths about the second Person of the Holy Trinity; and it isn’t just a lesson 

about the historical figure, Jesus of Nazareth, who lived in the first century AD.  No, the answer 

to the question, Who Is Jesus Christ? is the key to understanding who you are. 

Paul begins in verse 6 saying, [Jesus Christ], being in very nature God, did not 

consider equality with God something to be used to His own advantage.  Who is Jesus 

Christ?  First and foremost, He is God.  Not just the Son of God, He is God the Son.  In the 

beginning was the Word and the Word was with God and the Word was God (Jn 1:1).  

Jesus is the everlasting, immortal, all-powerful God who existed before the creation of the world 

and through whom the world was created. 

He is equal with the Father and the Holy Spirit and He deserves all the glory that is 

rightfully due Him as the God through whom we were created.  But even though that’s the case, 

He did something pretty remarkable.  He humbled Himself.  He made Himself nothing.  

Taking the form a servant, He was made in human likeness. 

It’s important for us to understand what it means that Jesus “humbled” Himself.  It does 

not mean that He was any less God than He was before.  He was still fully God, but now as the 

result of the greatest miracle ever—one we can’t even begin to wrap our minds around—He was 

also fully human.  Being human is not a part Jesus’ humiliation.  It cannot be, because He is still 

today, in His exalted state, the God-man Jesus Christ.  Becoming a human is simply another 

demonstration of the awesomeness of His power.  It is the way in which He lived as a human that 

demonstrated humility. 

He made Himself nothing, emptied Himself, not by ceasing to be God, but by setting 

aside for a time the full and constant use of His “God characteristics,” His divine power and 

capabilities.  He set aside the glory that was due Him as the almighty God.  He set them aside but 

He did not lose them, He was still able to employ them as He wished: to heal and to resurrect, to 



command both nature and the supernatural, to walk effortlessly from the midst of an angry crowd 

or to send men crashing to the ground with the mere sound of His voice.  

Jesus could have let every day be like that one on the Mountain of Transfiguration, 

allowing His glory to shine forth and bringing every creature in heaven and on earth and under 

the earth to their knees right from the start.  But He didn’t.  He didn’t consider His divinity 

something to be used for His advantage, but rather, for ours.  He took on the nature of a servant.  

Jesus lived in perfect service to God the Father, and to us, the fallen crown of His Creation.  And 

He took that service to the absolute extreme: Becoming obedient to death—even death on a 

cross! 

 

It’s a pretty clear presentation of this humiliation which Jesus subjected Himself to that 

Paul paints for us in these verses.  But what isn’t so explicitly clear right here is the why?  Why 

did God the Son humble Himself?  What purpose could He possibly have had for taking on the 

form of a human being and, having laid His Godly attributes aside, subjecting Himself to a 

shameful death on a cross? 

This is where the answer to Who is Christ Jesus? starts illuminating who we are.  You 

see, it was necessary for Jesus to humble Himself because the one plan which He had from 

eternity, to create people—to create you—and to have an amazingly perfect and loving 

relationship with you, had been made been made impossible by sin.  Jesus came into this world 

because you and I and the rest of the human race were a lost cause.  Our sin corrupted natures 

did not want anything to do with loving God or giving Him glory but was only concerned with 

loving and glorifying self.  Rather than gladly keeping God’s commands, we have broken them 

in every way imaginable bringing on ourselves God’s just wrath and the punishment which such 

sins deserve: hell—eternal disconnection from God and His love, complete and total forfeiture of 

His amazing and loving plan for us. 

Who are you?  Who am I?  We’re sinners.  We’re hopeless failures who deserve nothing 

more than God’s wrath and punishment.  So God the Son became human placing Himself under 

God’s law and living a holy life of obedience as your perfect substitute.  He lived in faultless, 

flawless obedience to His Father in every way in which you and I have not.  He came into this 

world to live a righteous life of seamless conformity to His Father’s will so that He could credit 

that righteousness to you. 

But His purpose in humiliating Himself was about even more than living as our 

substitute.  God the Son became human so that He could offer Himself as the atoning sacrifice 

for our sins—the priceless, perfect life of the Creator offered in the epitome of love and humility 

for the broken and worthless lives of His sinful creation. 

We’re spending three weeks looking at the three Persons of the Trinity to answer the 

question Who is the Triune God?  The answer to that question does not get any clearer than it 

does right here at the cross.  Yes, it is in the death of Jesus that the love of God is ultimately 

revealed, climaxes, comes to full realization.  Paul says in Romans 5, at just the right time, 

when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  Very rarely will anyone die for a 

righteous person, though for a good person someone might possibly dare to die.  But God 

demonstrates His own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us (Ro 

5:6-8). 



Who is Jesus Christ?  He’s your Savior.  He’s your Redeemer.  He is the God-man who 

came to rescue you from sin and death and Satan by humbling Himself to become obedient to 

death on a cross.  He is your Brother.  And if that’s who He is, then who are you?  You are 

saved.  You are redeemed.  You are set free from sin and its curse by the God-man Himself.  

You are Jesus’ dearly loved brothers and sisters because He has made you His equals by taking 

your sin on Himself and nailing it to the cross and clothing you in His righteousness and 

perfection.  You have been freed from sin, death, and hell and in Christ you are subject to none! 

And that’s not even the end of the story!  That isn’t all that Jesus is!  Once He had fully 

and completely accomplished God’s plan for our redemption through His willful humiliation, 

God exalted Him.  That’s what we see in the second half of Paul’s hymn: Therefore God 

exalted Him to the highest place and gave Him the name that is above every name, that at 

the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 

every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Who is Jesus Christ?  He is your Redeemer, Savior, and Brother, the God-man who came 

to rescue you from sin.  But He is more than that.  Jesus Christ is Lord.  And if He is Lord, then 

who are you and who am I?   

Through Jesus humiliation we receive our new identity. We are blood-bought, forgiven 

children of God.  Through His exaltation we receive direction for that new identity.  Jesus Christ 

is Lord and we are His servants.  What does it mean to be a servant of the Lord?  It means we 

serve Him with the same servant-like attitude He assumed in His love for us.  We have been 

freed by Christ.  But rather than use our freedom to our own advantage, we empty ourselves and 

become nothing—we become servants—using our freedom to serve Jesus, His Creation, and the 

fallen crown of His Creation, our fellow humans, by pointing them to Him, Jesus Christ, their 

Savior and Redeemer. 

When we hear those words, that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in 

heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 

Lord, it’s easy for our minds to skip straight to Judgment Day.  We know that on the Last Day, 

when Jesus returns and reveals Himself in His full glory, everyone, both believers and 

unbelievers alike, will be forced to acknowledge Him as Lord and King.   

But that acknowledgment started immediately when His exaltation began.  Just think 

about the first step of His exaltation that we confess in the Apostles’ Creed: He descended into 

hell.  Why did He do that?  To proclaim His victory to Satan and his demons, forcing them to 

their knees in acknowledgement of His Lordship, triumphing over them by the cross. 

And that was not the only appearance that our risen and exalted Lord made.  He appeared 

to His disciples so that they too would know Him as their Lord.  He sent His Spirit to them to 

strengthen them in their faith and in their understanding of the identity they had received through 

His death on the cross.   

What He did for those first disciples He has now also done for you, coming to you 

through Word and Sacrament to reveal Himself as your Savior and your Lord.  And so, we bow 

before Him and confess that Jesus Christ, God the Son, is Lord.  We do not have to wait until the 

final day of judgment, our confession starts today!  As we proclaim the message of salvation to a 

fallen world we confess Him as Lord.  As we live lives of humble obedience to Him carrying out 

His will in whatever callings we find ourselves by doing all things for the glory of His name, we 

confess Him as Lord. 

What does that mean though, “carrying out His will in our callings”?  I suppose we could 

use the example today of a father, a man named Tim.  Tim had an opportunity every day to 



confess Jesus as Lord as he sat down at the breakfast table with his wife and little girl and started 

the day off with a Bible reading, but He was also confessing Jesus as Lord as he scrambled the 

eggs for that breakfast twenty minutes earlier and set the food on the table for His family.  He 

confessed Jesus as his Lord when he gave his bride a quick kiss before heading out to his car, 

reminding her—like he did every day—that He loved her.  

He confessed Jesus as He smiled at the clerk at the gas station and wished her a nice day, 

and as He helped the secretary at work carry some boxes in from his car, and then as he sat down 

in his cubicle where for the next nine hours he worked, happily, knowing that even though it 

wasn’t his dream job, it was an opportunity to serve his boss, his company, their customers, his 

family, and even to take care of himself. 

He confessed Jesus as his Lord when he stopped on the way home to help a couple of 

teens change a flat on their car, when he got home and played with his daughter and talked to his 

wife about the day, and finally as he led his family in prayer before bed committing them once 

more into God’s hands and asking for His forgiveness and grace.  He confessed Jesus as his Lord 

by serving Him—in simple ways—obeying God’s commands and using every day opportunities 

to share the love His Lord had shown to him. 

Who are you?  And who is Jesus Christ?  Two excellent questions to ponder anew each 

and every day.  He is your Savior and Redeemer.  You are saved.  You are redeemed.  He is God 

the Son.  You are God’s sons and daughters.  He is Lord.  And we His humble servants, 

confessing Him with our lips and with our lives today and every day.  To Him be all praise and 

honor and glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 


